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It is worth noting that this entire description of personality is in
terms of culture. This is by no means accidental, for the principal
way in which one assesses personality is to study how it shows itself
in action, either physical, "mental," or "emotional." This fact serves
to highlight the interdependence between "personality" and the "way
of life" by which it is molded and hi which its qualities become
apparent. Yet it is equally important to bear in mind the probability
that some personality characteristics are independent of culture to a
degree; that Navahos are born with certain temperamental poten-
tialities which may differ from those of other groups of people. These
potentialities are as necessary to the development of a particular
life-way as are the cultural forces in shaping individuals to a pattern.
In order to see further how culture is affected by, and in turn af-
fects, the three factors already described, let us consider certain items
from The People's way of life and contrast them at times with corre-
sponding items in the culture of the Pueblo Indians to see what is
peculiarly Navaho about them,
One could say of both Pueblos and Navahos that their adaptation
to southwestern conditions of climate and geography had been sub-
sistence farming with sheep raising as a commercial crop, and he
would be quite correct. However, there have been important differ-
ences between the two groups which seem to emphasize contrasts
both in personality and in history. In some Navaho regions, farming
remains the principal occupation as it does with the Pueblos, while
in other regions sheep raising surpasses it; yet, even where sheep
raising has become important to a Pueblo tribe economically, farm-
ing still maintains a central place with greater emotional weight
than herding ever acquires. Another interesting difference is that
the Pueblo Indians rarely "follow the sheep" but prefer to take turns
at leaving the village to stay with the herd or even to hire a herder;
Navahos deserted their villages entirely and took to living in scat-
tered family groups that moved to summer and winter pastures or
from water source to water source according to the needs of dieir
animals. Moreover the Pueblo Indians did not utilise the horse to
rove far and wide as did the Navahos.
It seems probable that these differences are in part an expression of
the greater fluidity of Navaho ways, of their greater freedom of mind
and body, of their curiosity, and also of a difference in historical
background. It would undoubtedly be a much more drastic move